Mr. Fegley

The Perks of Being a Wallflower 
Study Guide
Part I 
1. Who do you think Charlie is writing to?  Are there certain age groups/people who listen better than others?

2. How did Charlie react to Michael’s suicide?

3. Describe Charlie’s family.  What is his relationship with the various people in his family? 

4. Who is Susan?  Do you think she is a typical freshman having made the transition from middle school to high school?

5. Describe the incident with Sean.

6. Describe the relationship between Charlie’s sister and her boyfriend.  Is this a healthy relationship?

7. Who is Nothing?  What do you think the significance of this name is to Charlie?

8. Who is Sam?  What is Charlie’s immediate reaction to her?

9. What do we learn about Charlie during his last letter?

Part I 
continued

10. Sam says that girls like guys who give them a “purpose.”  Do you agree with this statement?

11. Do you agree with Bill’s statement, “We accept the love we think we deserve?”

12. What relationship does Charlie have with Bill?  Is this a healthy student/teacher relationship?

13. What did Charlie see at the party at his house?  What bothers him the most about recounting the experience?
14. Describe the feeling of being “infinite.”  Is it something you have ever experienced?
15. What does Charlie see at Bob’s house?  Was this event foreshadowed earlier in the novel?
16. What is a wallflower?  Does Charlie fulfill your definition?

17. After reading part one, what are you impression of Charlie?  Is he a “typical” teenager, or is he more similar to Holden.  Is one or the other “more” healthy?

Part II
1. Who is Mary Elizabeth?

2. Describe the relationship between Patrick and Brad

3. What is the Rocky Horror Picture Show?  How might this show/scene appeal to Charlie?

Charlie says, “Old pictures look very rugged and young, and the people in the photographs always seem a lot happier than you are.”  Do you agree with this statement?

4.What is the significance of the poem Charlie read aloud?  Is there a connection to Michael or Charlie?

5. What presents was Charlie given by his friends?  Do any stand out as being symbolic?

6. What is significance of the typewriter?

7. Charlie refers to the “bad place” where he used to go.  What does this imply?

8. One of the books Charlie is given is Catcher in the Rye.  What is that novel “appropriate for this time?”

9. Does Charlie have problems at home?  Explain.

10. What happened to his Aunt Helen?  What was it particularly hard on Charlie?  Describe their relationship.

11. Detail what happens to Charlie at the New Years Eve party.

Part III 
1. Charlie speaks of the “good” things that have begun happening to him.  Explain them.

2. What happens to Charlie’s sister?  Do relationships grow out of turmoil?

3. Describe Charlie’s relationship with Mary Elizabeth.

4. Evaluate this quote, “Everything can’t be low self-esteem, can it?”
5. At this point Charlie has made many references to his Psychiatrist.  What do you think he’s suffering from (if anything)?

6. What did Charlie do at Craig’s house?  Was he right in doing this?

Part IV

1. What is the significance of the little boy being lost and returned by the “older kid?”

2. Describe Charlie’s people watching during his April 29th letter.  How is this impacting his outlook?

3. Has Charlie regressed?  Explain.

4. What happens with Brad and Patrick?  

5. What happens between Charlie and Patrick?

6. What do we learn about Charlie’s past?  Does this answer Charlie’s questions of “what is wrong with me?”

In the grid below make a record the titles Charlie references (things he listens to, watches and reads).
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A person, A paper, A promise 
by Dr Earl Reum 

	Once on a yellow piece of paper with green lines
he wrote a poem
And he called it "Chops"
because that was the name of his dog
And that's what it was all about
And his teacher gave him an A
and a gold star
And his mother hung it on the kitchen door
and read it to his aunts
That was the year Father Tracy
took all the kids to the zoo
And he let them sing on the bus
And his little sister was born
with tiny toenails and no hair
And his mother and father kissed a lot
And the girl around the corner sent him a
Valentine signed with a row of X's
and he had to ask his father what the X's meant
And his father always tucked him in bed at night
And was always there to do it
Once on a piece of white paper with blue lines
he wrote a poem
And he called it "Autumn"
because that was the name of the season
And that's what it was all about
And his teacher gave him an A
and asked him to write more clearly
And his mother never hung it on the kitchen door
because of its new paint
And the kids told him 
that Father Tracy smoked cigars
And left butts on the pews
And sometimes they would burn holes
That was the year his sister got glasses
with thick lenses and black frames
And the girl around the corner laughed
when he asked her to go see Santa Claus
And the kids told him why
his mother and father kissed a lot
And his father never tucked him in bed at night
And his father got mad
when he cried for him to do it.
Once on a paper torn from his notebook
he wrote a poem
And he called it "Innocence: A Question"
 
	because that was the question about his girl
And that's what it was all about
And his professor gave him an A
and a strange steady look
And his mother never hung it on the kitchen door
because he never showed her
That was the year that Father Tracy died
And he forgot how the end
of the Apostle's Creed went
And he caught his sister
making out on the back porch
And his mother and father never kissed
or even talked
And the girl around the corner 
wore too much makeup
That made him cough when he kissed her
but he kissed her anyway
because that was the thing to do
And at three a.m. he tucked himself into bed
his father snoring soundly
That's why on the back of a brown paper bag
he tried another poem
And he called it "Absolutely Nothing"
Because that's what it was really all about
And he gave himself an A
and a slash on each damned wrist
And he hung it on the bathroom door
because this time he didn't think
he could reach the kitchen.


