Name ___________________________

Self-Reliance (Ralph Waldo Emerson) Study Questions

Transcendentalism itself was barely a blip on the radar of literature, but its influence was great. Mohandas Ghandi and Martin Luther King, Jr., were both influenced by Thoreau's ideas of Civil Disobedience and Emerson has been very influential in philosophy.
Answer the following questions after reading the excerpt from Emerson’s “Self Reliance” on pages 188-197 of the LA3 textbook

1. According to Transcendentalism and his essay, Ralph Waldo Emerson would most likely believe in which of the following?

a. Organized religion

b. A dictatorship

c. A cult

d. Autonomy

e. Fascism

2. "For nonconformity the world whips you with its displeasure" is an example of:

a. A simile

b. Hyperbole (exaggeration)

c. Personification

d. Allusion

e. Sarcasm

3. What does "hindered" mean in the following sentence from the excerpt? "He who would gather immortal palms must not be hindered by the name of goodness."

a. Intensified

b. Glorified

c. Held back

d. Ignored

e. Remembered

4. He goes on to say, "...it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude..." This means…

a. That it is easy to be unique in the world

b. That it is difficult but honorable to remain unique in the crowd

c. That it is difficult and useless to remain unique in the crowd

d. That it is important to oppose what the world says

5. He states, "What I must do is all that concerns me, not what the people think." Which of the following would best reflect his view?

a. I will follow the crowd

b. I will adapt to new trends

c. I will go with the flow

d. I will do what I feel is right

e. I will listen to others

6. What does he mean when he says, "It is the harder because you will always find those who think they know what is your duty better than you know it."

a. That you will always find people who think they know more than you do

b. That you will always find people who agree with you

c. That you will always find followers

d. That you will always find mean people

e. None of the above

7. What does Emerson most likely mean when he says, "Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string?"

a. That everyone should follow the iron fist of the government

b. That everyone's heart, soul, and mind is different and unique

c. That there is music in everyone

d. That there should be music in every day life

e. That every heart vibrates the same way

8. What does he mean when he says, "It is easy in the world to live after the world's opinion..."

a. It is easy to be a nonconformist

b. It is easy to be a conformist

c. It is easy to be an individual

d. It is difficult to be a conformist

9. 
One could describe Emerson as a conformist.

a. True

b. False

Answer questions 1-12 on page 323 of the LA3 textbook:

1. ______

2. ______

3. ______

4. ______

5. ______

6. ______

7. ______

8. ______

9. ______

10. ______

11. ______

12. ______

APHORISMS

You will need a dictionary or the glossary from the textbook. The definition of aphorism is: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain the following three aphorisms from Emerson’s “Self-Reliance.” Also discuss what they make you think about (this can relate to your life or just life in general; think of specific examples that show that aphorism). The first one is done for you.

c. “A foolish consistency is the hobgoblin of little minds, adored by statesman and philosophers and divines.” 

MEANING: Too much consistency cuts off the flow of progress through fresh ideas and differing viewpoints. These little statesmen, philosophers and clergy cling to what they know and are familiar with, rather than expanding their vision to include new thoughts and methods.

PERSONAL CONNECTION: People tend to do what is known and has always been done, because it is the easiest choice whether or not it is the best choice. Students tend to study the same way they have always studied for tests even if they are not achieving well on the tests.

d. “Imitation is suicide”

MEANING: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL CONNECTION: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

e. “Whoso would be a man, must be a nonconformist.”

MEANING: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL CONNECTION: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

f. “It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude..."

MEANING: _______________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

PERSONAL CONNECTION: _________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

